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Abstract 

This study investigated the influence of gender on students’ achievement in 
Social Studies in Obafemi Awolowo University. Three hypotheses were 
stated to guide the field survey carried out to obtain answers. A 
questionnaire instrument was used to elicit responses from 200 randomly 
selected undergraduates of Social Studies (100 male and 100 female) Also, 
the Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) of 200 graduate students, 126 
male and 74 female students was chosen. The students chosen were 
1991/1992, 1992/1993, 1993/1994 and 1995/1996 graduates of Social 
Studies. The data collected were analyzed using t-test, percentages and 
correlation coefficient. Findings revealed that students’ gender has no effect 
on their achievement in Social Studies. It is recommended that male and 
female education should be accorded same priority. 

 
Introduction 
        This study seeks to examine which of the sexes (male or female) is lagging behind in Social 
Studies. The researcher anticipates the confirmation or disconfirmation of the earlier studies that have 
direct bearing on the study. Social Studies was introduced in Nigeria among other factors to heal the 
wounds of civil war. It is regarded as a problem- solving discipline. 
 
        The Nigeria Education Research and Development Council in Danladi (2005) defined Social 
Studies as a way of life, a way of seeing, viewing, conceptualizing and things and issues with special 
regard to their proper place and function in the ordering and management of man’s nature, social  and 
technological environments. Taylor (1975) defined Social Studies as the study of people, what they 
are like, what their belief is, what can be said to be their aspirations pleasure, problems they have, the 
work they do and the ways by which they organize themselves. Social Studies has no universally 
accepted definition and formula unlike mathematics whereas Pythagoras’ theorem is applicable 
anywhere in the world because it is universally true, the reaction of the Briton or American to a given 
situation, for example is likely to be different from that of the Nigeria to the same situation. This is 
because the different peoples are products of different environments.  
 
The Influence of Social Values on Gender and Students’ Achievement 

The female child is socialized from childhood to perform the role that conforms to commonly 
held beliefs regarding appropriate feminine behavior such as carrying out household chores and 
nurturing of children. She is socialized to be submissive rather than questioning the status quo of men 
or herself dreaming of being dominant. On the other hand, the male child is socialized to see himself 
as a leader in the midst of females, compete with his male counterparts set goals and plans strategies 
to meet them. The unequal access to education between male and female in developing countries such 
as Nigeria means limited access of female to educational opportunities. Thus, male tends to be more 
highly concentrated in the modern work sector requiring higher educational qualification. 

  
In the developing countries there are variations in gender gape in education across the 

regions. Aina (1993) referenced several studies and stated that in Mali, after thirty years of political 
independence, 84% of the girls have never attended school, while 60% of those who attended school 
dropped out during primary school. Notably, few of the developing countries have tried to bridge the 
gender gap in education. For instance, Aina (1993) noted that, in Lebanon despite sixteen years of 
war, the female child has the same rights as boys to receive both elementary and secondary education. 
In Zimbabwe, 42% of girls compared to 49% of boys complete secondary school as against 4% before 
independence. In Nigeria, little differences were recorded in enrolment figures of male and female in 
the secondary school from 1990 to 1994.  
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         In the Islamic societies in Nigeria and in the world the women are subordinate to their 
husband and are not expected to work in public. This has affected the achievement of female in such 
societies. One persistent question has stimulated research interest throughout all these periods why 
have women’s achievements failed to match those of men? Why are there so few outstanding female 
statesmen?  
          

The study also seeks to find out the sex that is under –achieve in Social Studies. The quest for 
sex superiority of male and female achievement in  Social Studies among the under graduates in 
Nigeria universities is the focus of this study. The study was guided by the following hypotheses:  

(i) There is no significant difference between the achievement of male and female students in 
Social Studies. 

(ii) There is no significant difference in the attitude of male and female students towards the 
Social Studies as a course of study. 

(iii) There is no significant relationship between students’ sex and their achievement. 
 
Method 
          This study employed the descriptive survey method. The sample consisted of 200 ex – students 
that graduated in Social Studies in four academic sessions in Obafemi Awolowo University whose 
CGPA were considered to test their achievement. Also 200 students were randomly chosen among the 
Social Studies undergraduates to fill the questionnaire items. The researcher personally administered 
the questionnaire to 100 male and 100 female undergraduates. The responses were collated and 
analyzed using t- test statistics, correlation coefficient and percentages. 
 
Testing of Hypotheses 
Ho 1: There is no significant difference between the achievement of male and female students in 

Social Studies 
 
Table 1: T-Test Distribution of CGPA Scores of Male and Female Students in Social Studies 
Description Number (X) SD t-cal t- crit Decision 

Male Students 126 3.32 0.53 0.83 1.98 Accepted 
Female Students   74 3.26 0.46    
DF= 198 
 
           From this data, table value is greater than calculated value hence, the null hypothesis is upheld. 
Therefore, there will be no significant difference between the achievement of male and female 
students in Social Studies. 
 
Ho 2: There is no significant difference in the attitude of male and female students towards the Social 
Studies as a course of study. 
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Table 2: Attitudes of Male and Female Students Towards Social Studies as a Course of Study. 
N=200 

S/N Attitudes of  undergraduates towards 
Social Studies as a course 

Number of 
positive response 
 
M           F         

Number of negative 
response 
 
M             F         

Percentage of positive 
response 
 
                  
M                F 

Percentage of 
negative response 
M              F                      

1 I like science based courses more 
than social Studies  

70         60 30            40 35%           30% 15%         20% 

2.  I am studying Social Studies in the 
university because I have no 
requirement for any other course 

80         70 20             30 40%           35% 10%         15% 

3. If I have my way I could have 
changed to other course. 

30         50 70              50 15%             25% 35%           25% 

4. I do not like Social Studies as a 
course. 

90       100 10               --- 45%             50% 5%                --- 

5. Social Studies as a course of study 
does not have a clear goal and 
objective. 

20         30 80              70 10%             15% 40%            35% 

6. I will never consider Social Studies 
for my post graduate degree 
programme. 

60         70 40               30 30%             35% 20%           15% 

7. Social Studies is very difficult to 
understand because of its amorphous 
nature. 

80         70 20               30 40%            35% 10%          15% 

8. I could have found other course 
easier than Social Studies. 

60         50 40                50 30%            25% 20%          25% 

  TOTAL 490     500 310             300 30.6%      31.25% 19.37%    18.37% 
 

The table reveals that 490 male responses were positive towards Social Studies as a course 
that is 30.6%. The female responses have 500 positive attitudes or 31.25% towards their choice of 
studying Social Studies. The male negative responses are 310 or 19.37% and that of female are 300 or 
18.37% respectively. Hence, we can conclude that there is no marked difference between the attitudes 
of both sexes towards Social Studies. This implies that the null hypothesis accepted. 
 
 
Ho 3: There is no significant relationship between students’ sex and their achievement. 
 
Table    III: Correlation Coefficient of the Level of Relationship Between the CGPA of Male and 
Female Students in Social Studies 
Description Number X SD     Rho 
Male students 74 3.29 0.57  

    0.32 
Female students 74 3.22 0.47  

 
          The correlation coefficient between the CGPA scores of male and female students is 0.32. This 
is too low. There is no significant relationship between students’ sex and their achievement in Social 
Studies. 
 
Discussion 
          There was no marked difference between students’ achievement in Social Studies in relation to 
their sexes. Nkire (1989) and Adedigba (1991) confirmed that both sexes can do better in achievement 
test. Akinola (1992) also discovered that given a qualified Social Studies teachers, either male or 
female students can excel without little or no disparities. At the beginning, the feminist movement 
generated interest in the question of whether the intelligence of woman matches that of man. What 
most investigators hope to find was scientific evidence for the equality of sexes. Richard in Akinola 
(1992) revealed that hundred of studies were made most of them using students as subjects, some 
reported male superiority and some female superiority and some no significant differences. Okoye in 
Adedigba (1992) found no significant differences in the performances of boys and girls. These studies 
corroborate the findings of the present studies that there is no significant difference between the 
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achievement of male and female undergraduates in Social Studies. There is no difference in the 
attitudes of male and female students in Social Studies as the finding shows. Aina (1993) noted that 
female child had the same right as boys to receive education. Atkinson (1978) revealed that 
achievement motivation depends on the tendency to strive to excel not necessary on sexes. Danladi, 
Jibir – Daura in Amdii (2005) agree that in spite of the limitations of women and girls to educational 
opportunities their intellectual abilities match those of their male counterparts as shown not only in 
Social Studies but also in all areas of human endeavours.  
 
         There are degrees of relationships between the achievement of male and female students in 
Social Studies but it is very low. Okoye in Nkire (1989) confirmed that girls tend to excel in academic 
achievement before the age of twelve after which the boys tend to take over superiority in academic 
achievement. Strong in Akinola (1992) revealed that more meaningful than the question of whether 
one sex is more intelligent or achieve better than the other is the question of what special abilities or 
interests are related to sex. 
 
Conclusion  
The results of the research revealed that: 
(i) There is no significant difference between the achievement of male and female students. 
(ii) There is no significant difference between the attitude of male and female students’      

towards Social Studies as a course of study. 
(iii) There is no significant relationship between the male and female students’ achievement in 

Social Studies. 
 
Recommendations 
           Based on the findings of this study the following recommendations were made: 

(i) The current negative attitude of male towards female needs a change. Male genders should 
not think that female genders are weaker sex so to say, they are not weak upstairs. 

(ii) Education managers should ensure universal and equal access to and completion of primary 
education by all children and eliminate the existing gap between girls and boys as stipulated 
in article 28 of the convention on the right of the child which says that the child cannot be 
discriminated against on the basis of gender. 

(iii) The government should be gender friendly in the policy formulation. 
(iv) The Social Studies teachers should eliminate all forms of discrimination on the account of 

gender in their classroom dispensation. 
(v) Male and Female Education should be accorded same priority 
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